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The difference is in the detail.
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It is over a decade since KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Europe (KCME) re-established its 
business in Europe and we are proud of what we 
have achieved in that time. Our dealer network 
has expanded to over 60 dealers and 270 outlets 
in more than 60 countries and in January 2026, 
we celebrate another milestone by moving our 
European headquarters to a much larger, purpose-
built site in the Netherlands.

We have come a long way, and yet we stay very 
close to our roots in Japan. Almost a century after 
our parent company built Japan’s first construction 
machine, KOBELCO Construction Machinery Ltd. is 
known worldwide as a leading specialist in crawler 

excavators, cranes and demolition machines. 
Outstanding manufacturing quality has always 
been our hallmark. A key part of our promise to 
you is that every machine sold by KCME is built 
at one of KOBELCO’s state-of-the-art factories in 
Japan. Our people take pride in our long heritage 
of craftsmanship. Despite our growth, we operate 
as a close-knit family where everyone shares the 
same passion for innovation, attention to detail and 
customer satisfaction. 

Of course, technologies and challenges evolve 
constantly, and faster now than ever before. We 
are embracing changes in lifestyles, ways of 
working, the global climate and the environment 

surrounding our business. We are leveraging the 
latest developments in robotics, automation and 
connectivity to improve our products, processes 
and services. And we continue to take a hands-on 
approach, quickly identifying what you need and 
providing new solutions.

Looking ahead, we are excited to further reinforce 
KCME’s commitment to the European market. 
By forging our own path while staying true to our 
heritage, values and aspirations, we will continue 
to deliver on our core promise: to go beyond your 
expectations.

Forging our own path while 
staying true to our heritage”
“
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At KOBELCO, we believe in the power of hard work to change landscapes and make the world a better place.  
Our equipment is built to make that work possible. KOBELCO demolition machines, crawler excavators and cranes are 
a familiar and trusted sight wherever development is happening. They are preferred by customers for their incredible 
reliability and lasting value. For operators, they are the ultimate workplace, meticulously crafted for a unique feeling 
of comfort, control and confidence. For our designers and engineers - who follow an engineering philosophy based in 
critical thinking, problem-solving, precision and continuous improvement - every component is a source of pride.  
Some people work to live. KOBELCO people also live to work. The difference is in the detail.

The pursuit of perfection 
We envision a world in which people, now and in the future, can fulfil their hopes 
and dreams while enjoying safe, secure and prosperous lives.

Our daily work is guided by three core values that sustain that vision and drive 
our progress:

1.	We provide technologies, products and services that win the trust and 
confidence of the customers we serve and the society in which we live.

2.	We value and support the growth of each individual employee, while creating a 
cooperative and harmonious environment.

3.	Through continuous and innovative change, we create new value for the 
society of which we are a member.
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The right 
equipment  
for every 
jobsite

In cities, harbours, forests, mountains and quarries, 
at sea and at the heart of dismantling and recycling 
facilities… wherever development is happening,  
you will find us.



1312 Corporate brochure

Quality manufacturing:  
every detail counts
Every machine sold by KOBELCO Construction Machinery Europe is built at one of our four world-class 
production facilities in Japan. This is a vital element of our quality guarantee. Regardless of their speciality, 
every worker in our factories shares the same engineering philosophy and meticulous mindset. The pursuit of 
perfection drives every stage of machine development, from the first design sketch to the last bolt.

Our Japanese production sites 

The perfect balance of quality and productivity
Our factories leverage advanced automation technologies 
alongside human craftsmanship for manufacturing processes 
that combine productivity, flexibility and inspiration. Quality 
control is integrated throughout our systems. This includes 
initial checking of materials and procured parts, testing within 
each process and final inspection of the completed product.

Quality confirmation using measuring instruments Production line process inspection Perfecting transfer welding technique

Okubo Factory, specialising in 
crawler cranes

Ogaki Factory, birthplace of our 
hydraulic mini excavators 

Itsukaichi Factory, home of our 
medium to large-sized hydraulic 
excavators 

Numata factory, manufacturing 
quality parts and components
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Research & Development:  
perfection is a process
For KOBELCO, perfection is both the journey and the destination. Our quest to keep providing the best possible 
machinery for the job is what drives every new design, feature, component and service, right down to the smallest detail. 
This requires relentless commitment to research and development. It means embracing the latest technologies and 
thinking creatively about how to apply them for the benefit of machine owners, operators and wider society. 

Collaboration and co-creation
We promote open innovation and cooperate with the research laboratories of Kobe Steel (our parent company) as well 
as various universities. By sharing our knowledge, we promote wider sharing of expertise within our industry in areas 
such as materials, strength, processing technology, mechatronics technology and vibroacoustic technology. These 
partnerships are vital in helping us to translate next-generation technologies into practical applications that add value to 
our products and to society.

Development of electric control

Development of electric control

Vibration and acoustic testingEngine altitude testing at 4,310 metresDesign review3D CAD



1716 Corporate brochure

Research & Development: 
customer-driven innovation
By continuously listening to feedback, analysing it and deepening our expertise in every sector of our market, we 
are able to conduct research from the perspective of the people who buy and use our machines. This is key to the 
development of products that don’t just meet existing needs but anticipate future trends to keep our customers 
ahead of the game.

We believe construction equipment must work 
alongside humanity, harmonising with our cities 
and landscapes. That means going above and 
beyond to protect people and the environment. 
We made history when we introduced the world’s 
first hybrid excavator to the market in 2009. 
Human safety and well-being drive innovation in 
every aspect of our machines, from ergonomics 
and visibility (with our Performance x Design 
concept) to reducing noise and dust (iNDR).  

Our K-DIVE® system facilitates remote operation 
anywhere in the world and our anti-collision assist 
system detects people close to the machine, 
alerts the operator and even stops the machine 
automatically to avoid an accident.

Our engineers embrace the newest digital and 
communications technologies to create the 
future of construction. We have developed 
tailored remote monitoring systems (KOMEXS & 

K-CROSS) for every machine range to manage 
fleets, optimise fuel efficiency, track productivity 
and pre-empt performance issues (K-SCAN). 
K-Load prevents truck overloading, while our 
Autonomous Loading System boosts both 
productivity and site safety. Specifically for the 
demolition sector, the NEXT Attachment system 
enables safe, efficient assembly, disassembly and 
transportation of machine attachments.
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DIG
Excavators in every shape and size

DISMANTLE
Equipment for demolition and recycling

LIFT
Cranes that raise the performance bar

The perfect 
machine for 
the job
Over the decades, KOBELCO has developed a unique range of machinery that 
enables businesses and individual operators to keep raising their own bench-
mark for efficiency, safety, productivity and work satisfaction. From compact 
excavators that shape urban infrastructure to gigantic demolition machines that 
clear the way for new development, KOBELCO equipment is shaping the future.
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The KOBELCO range of excavators is unmatched for versatility 
and performance. Alongside our renowned conventional series 
of crawler models, you will find compact and mini machines, 
our industry-leading short radius models and the world’s first 
combined digger-dozer.

Mini-excavators
SR Series
Conventional models
Bladerunner

DIG
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As Japan’s leading manufacturer of demolition excavators, we forged our 
reputation in a land where buildings can withstand earthquakes, tsunamis 
and typhoons – but not KOBELCO equipment. At the more intricate end of 
the scale, our dismantling machines strip vehicles and white goods quickly 
and precisely, ensuring that nothing goes to waste.

Demolition
Recycling

DISMANTLE
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LIFT

KOBELCO’s hydraulic lattice-boom and telescopic crawler cranes are known 
for their robust construction, reliable performance and outstanding comfort 
for operators. Engineered to excel in efficiency and endurance, they deliver 
enhanced productivity along with the industry’s lowest cost of ownership.

CKE-G Series
TKE Series
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Our special colour

You know an icon when you see one.
Some things in life don’t need explanation. They 
have been tried, tested and loved for so long that 
they’re part of the landscape. Through hard work, 
long service and their own individual style, they 
have become classics. Their quality is universally 
accepted and instantly recognisable – just the 
colour is enough.

Safety first
Our signature colour reflects our vision, which 
has safety at its core. In the fast-paced world 
of construction machinery, where people and 
machines operate side by side, safety is not 
just essential – it’s imperative. That’s why Every 
decision we make is driven by an unwavering 
commitment to protecting those on the job. 

Harmony between machinery and society
KOBELCO construction machinery is developed 
with a ‘city-conscious’ approach. The  goal is to 
create machines that not only function efficiently 
but also blend seamlessly with urban life – in both 
design and purpose. They should harmonise with 
the cityscape, integrate into local communities, 
and complement everyday lifestyles.

Rather than disrupting the environment, our 
equipment is designed to coexist with it. Our 
special colour reflects this vision, symbolising 
our commitment to balance, harmony and 
sustainability in construction machinery 
development.

J U S T  T H E  C O L O U R  I S  E N O U G H
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Sustainability has always been at the core of our innovation. As part of our journey toward 
carbon-neutral construction, we continue to develop hybrid, hydrogen-driven and fully 
electric excavators, optimising engine performance while embracing alternative energy 
sources. By continuously refining our designs and manufacturing processes, we strive to 
create a more sustainable future without compromising on power, precision or reliability.

Quiet, clean, and powerful
Our electric excavator lineup, led by the compact 
SK20SRe and the mid-sized SK90SRXe, offers 
sustainable power without sacrificing performance.

The SK20SRe is perfect for indoor or tight-space 
jobs, delivering zero emissions and ultra-quiet 
operation in a compact, agile design. Ideal for 
urban construction or interior demolition, it offers 
clean performance where traditional machines 
can’t go.

The larger SK90SRXe brings advanced electric 
power to heavy-duty applications, combin-
ing KOBELCO’s signature short radius design 
with strong digging capabilities and zero on-site 
emissions. It’s a smart choice for environmentally 
sensitive zones and future-focused projects.

Together, these models represent KOBELCO’s 
commitment to cleaner, quieter and more efficient 
construction machinery.

Pioneering sustainable construction
KOBELCO Construction Machinery has unveiled 
a prototype of a hydrogen fuel cell-powered 
excavator, marking a significant stride toward 
carbon-neutral construction equipment. Developed 
in collaboration with Toyota, this mid-sized hydrau-
lic excavator integrates Toyota’s advanced fuel cell 
system and hydrogen tank and delivers zero CO2 
emissions. Its only byproduct is water. 

Initial operational assessments have demonstrated 
that the prototype matches the performance of 
conventional diesel models, offering compara-
ble movement speeds. Notably, it operates with 
significantly reduced noise and vibration levels, 
enhancing operator comfort. The absence of 
high-temperature emissions also minimises 
heat-related impacts on surrounding components.

KOBELCO is committed to refining this technol-
ogy, aiming to achieve continuous excavation 
and loading capabilities on a par with traditional 
machines. This initiative is part of KOBELCO’s 
broader strategy to diversify power sources—
including battery-electric and wired-electric 
options—to meet the evolving demands of various 
construction sites and contribute to a greener 
future.

HVO: cleaner power, same performance
KOBELCO construction machines are fully compat-
ible with HVO (Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil), a 
renewable diesel alternative that significantly 
reduces CO2 emissions without compromis-
ing machine performance. Using HVO in place of 
traditional fossil diesel helps to lower the carbon 
footprint of construction operations, while maintain-
ing the reliability, efficiency and durability KOBELCO 
is known for. No modifications are needed—just fuel 
up and go green.

Continuous power for a greener future
KOBELCO’s wired electric excavators offer a 
practical, zero-emission solution for sustainable 
construction. Powered directly by an external 
power source, these machines eliminate the need 
for fuel, reduce operational costs and produce no 
exhaust emissions.

Ideal for long-duration tasks in fixed locations—
such as tunnels, factories, car dismantling plants 
and urban jobsites—wired excavators provide 
consistent, quiet performance while support-
ing decarbonisation goals. With no downtime 
for battery charging, they’re both efficient and 
eco-friendly.

Our path to 
carbon-neutral 
construction
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The KCME family:  
global support on a local scale

While preserving world-leading quality standards all around the globe, we like to stay close to our customers. We are rapidly growing our presence in Europe 
and the Maghreb so that dealers and end customers can find everything they need close to home. The KOBELCO Construction Machinery Europe B.V. (KCME) 
headquarters in Lelystad, Netherlands, provides efficient, responsive services and full aftersales support for our European customers through a comprehensive 
network of trusted, authorised dealers across 270 outlets in more than 60 countries. 

KOBELCO Construction Machinery U.S.A. Inc.

Main offices

Production sites

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Europe B.V.

KOBELCO Construction  
Equipment India Pvt. Ltd.

KOBELCO Construction  
Machinery (China) Co., Ltd.

Okubo Factory
Ogaki Factory
Itsukaichi Factory
Numata Factory

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Southeast Asia 
Co., Ltd.

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Southeast  
Asia Co., Ltd.

KOBELCO 
Construction 
Equipment 
India Pvt. Ltd.

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Malaysa Sdn. 
Bhd.

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Co., Ltd. 
(Japan)

KOBELCO International 
(S) Co., Pte. Ltd.

Pt Daya KOBELCO 
Construction Machinery 
Indonesia

KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Australia Pty. 
Ltd.KOBELCO Construction Machinery 

Middle East & Africa FZCO

Aftersales services
Our portfolio of aftersales services is designed to 
support dealers, owners and users of our equip-
ment in getting the most out of the KOBELCO 
experience. The web-based KOBELCO Monitor-
ing Excavation System (KOMEXS) provides 
remote monitoring and machine data for efficient, 
productive and cost-effective fleet management. 
Our online training platform, KOBELCO Cast 
gives dealers access to professional training on 
the equipment and technologies they sell. We also 
offer numerous training opportunities and digital 
resources to support safe, responsible, productive 
and cost-efficient operations across the construc-
tion industry.

Extended Warranty Programme
All new KOBELCO machines are delivered with 
a standard factory warranty. Customers can also 
benefit from an Extended Warranty Programme 
designed to offer complete peace of mind by 
covering any issues that should occur outside of 
the standard warranty period.

KOBELCO Genuine Parts
We pride ourselves on the use of high-quality 
components and manufacturing processes, and 
we apply the same rigorous design, fabrication 
and testing standards to spare parts as to our 
original equipment. Through our European 
dealer network, we provide a reliable supply 
of KOBELCO Genuine Parts with friendly, 
knowledgeable sales support and fast delivery 
times. We want to ensure that everyone using 
KOBELCO machinery enjoys the highest level of 
performance, durability and fuel economy with 
minimal downtime for repairs and maintenance.

Technical support
KOBELCO technicians are available in every 
major European country to support customers 
with the most complex technical issues and 
requests. We also provide technical assistance 
through an extended network of dealers and 
specialist service partners. We are committed to 
making sure that customers have fast, reliable 
access to technical support, wherever they are 
located.
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Our people, our strength
At KOBELCO, our employees are the heart of everything we do. Their passion, dedication, and expertise drive our achievements and shape our company culture. In 
this section, you’ll hear directly from our team members as they share what makes working here truly special. Get to know the people behind our success!

I love my job because 
it constantly presents 
me with new and 
exciting challenges.”

“ “ ““I love my job because it 
constantly presents me 
with new and exciting 
challenges.

At KOBELCO, help is 
always just a phone call 
away.”

I have loved excavators 
since childhood 
– I played with 
excavator toys instead 
of cars!”

- Ahmed, 
Warehouse Operations Manager

- Lara, 
Retail Sales & Marketing 
Manager for Italy

- Xenia, 
General Manager Brand Marketing 
and Communication

- Masahiro, 
General Manager Product Support

At KOBELCO, I have the opportunity to work with an amazing brand and with some 
fantastic people. Having worked in the industry for a long time, Kobelco can pride itself 
on being a specialist. It starts with our colour, our heritage from Japan, diverse team 
(did you know we have more than 20 different nationalities working at our office in the 
Netherlands?!) and runs all the way up to our durable products and dedicated dealer 
network. Help is always just a phone call away.

From a brand perspective, KOBELCO is really special. We don’t manufacture a wide 
range of products, which allows me as a brand manager to focus on what is really 
important – delivering the ‘Built for Perfectionists’ message to the European market  
and continue to build the brand through its core values and continuous improvement.

I still vividly remember the excitement I felt watching heavy machinery at work in my 
hometown in Japan. This passion led me to study mechanical engineering at university 
and ultimately pursue a career in this industry

The reason I chose KOBELCO over other excavator companies is quite personal.  
My relative owned a taxi company next to KOBELCO’s old factory in Hiroshima, Japan, 
so I grew up familiar with the brand. It may sound like a coincidence, but it’s a true story!

I’ve been fortunate to gain extensive experience working in the service team, where I’ve 
been involved in field activities, product support, service planning, and training.  
Now, I’m excited for my next challenge—leveraging my experience to establish the 
European Tech Centre, including a dedicated training academy!

I love my job because it constantly presents me with new and exciting 
challenges, keeping my work dynamic and engaging. Every day is an 
opportunity to learn, grow, and push myself further. Beyond the work itself,  
I have the chance to meet many people, building meaningful connections along 
the way.

What makes it even more rewarding is the incredible team around me.  
I’m fortunate to work with amazing colleagues who create a supportive  
and inspiring environment, making every day enjoyable.

After 11 years at KOBELCO, I continue to find satisfaction in my daily work.  
Every day brings new challenges, but also a sense of accomplishment that keeps 
me motivated. What truly makes a difference is the incredible team I work with. 
Our warehouse team isn’t just a group of colleagues – we’re like family.  
We support each other, work together seamlessly, and push one another to be 
our best.

This strong bond fuels our motivation and reflects the strength that defines us 
as a company. At KOBELCO, we don’t just meet expectations, we strive for 
perfection in everything we do. We build for perfectionists.
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Our history
From our parent company’s infrastructure to our products and aftersales service network, everything about KOBELCO is built to last. Our history is a story of hard 
work, steady growth and long-term commitment to the values that have underpinned our company since the start.
This long-term commitment is central to KOBELCO’s activities in Europe. It can be seen in our reliable, Japanese-built machinery, our comprehensive network,  
our efficient services and parts distribution and our participation at key industry events including bauma, INTERMAT and SaMoTer.

1930
KOBELCO’s parent company, 
Kobe Steel, releases Japan’s 
first construction machine, a 
50K (1.5 m³) electric mining 
shovel.

1967
The H208, the first crawler-
type hydraulic excavator is 
released, applying KOBELCO’s 
proprietary technology with an 
‘operator-first’ approach.

1984
The 7000 series of 
completely hydraulic 
crawler cranes is 
launched.

1996
KOBELCO pioneers the revolutionary 
Short Radius (SR) concept with its 
‘Beetle’ series of short rear tail swing 
mini excavators.

2003
KOBELCO launches 
new activities in Europe 
(KOBELCO Cranes Europe 
Ltd.), the US (KOBELCO 
Cranes North America 
Inc.) and China (Chengdu 
KOBELCO Construction 
Machinery Group Co., Ltd.).

2007
A short rear tail swing 
hydraulic excavator 
is released featuring 
the new iNDr cooling 
system.

2013
KOBELCO 
Construction 
Machinery Europe 
B.V. is established as 
a sales and service 
company in the 
Netherlands.

2016
The new SK200H hydraulic 
excavator is released featuring a 
lithium-ion battery, revolutionising 
the concept of hybrid excavators.

2022
-	 The SK1300DLC wins an 

Innovation Award at the World 
Demolition Summit in Vienna, 
Austria.

-	 KOBELCO exhibits at the 33rd 
edition of bauma, the world’s 
leading trade fair for construction 
machinery.

2024
KCME launches a new European corporate 
identity that celebrates its Japanese 
heritage while reinforcing its commitment 
to the European market.

2020
KOBELCO completes a successful 
long-distance demonstration of the 
K-DIVE remote control concept. 

1953
The first 10KT (6t) and 20KT 
(10t) truck cranes are released 
in Japan.

1979
“KOBELCO” is adopted as 
an internationally recognised 
trademark.

1993
The SL13000 super-large 
crawler crane is introduced.

2000
The Construction Machinery 
Division of Kobe Steel 
merges with Yutani 
Heavy Industries Ltd. and 
Kobe Steel KOBELCO 
Construction Machinery 
Co. to form KOBELCO 
Construction Machinery 
Co., Ltd.

2006
-	 KOBELCO leads the industry by exhibiting an actual 

hybrid excavator (monitor machine) at INTERMAT in 
Paris.

-	 The SK3500D demolition machine is recognised as 
‘the world’s tallest building demolition machine’ by 
Guinness World Records.

- 	 Meanwhile, medium-sized hydraulic excavators 
undergo a full model change, achieving a 20% 
reduction in fuel consumption compared to earlier 
models.

2015
An office is opened 
in Germany to 
reinforce large-
sized crawler crane 
operations.

2019
The new hydraulic excavator  
in the 7 ton class is launched, 
transforming usability and comfort for 
operators.

2023
KOBELCO celebrates the 10-year 
anniversary of its renewed operations 
in Europe with a special event in 
Amsterdam for dealers and partners. 
It uses the occasion to reveal the 
new SK26SR-7 mini-excavator and 
announce the upcoming relocation 
of the KCME headquarters to a 
state-of-the-art facility in Lelystad, 
Netherlands.

2025
KCME opens its new European 
headquarters in Lelystad, Netherlands.

2021
The SK1300DLC, 
currently the 
world’s largest OEM 
manufactured building 
demolition machine, is 
released.
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The right 
equipment  
for every 
jobsite
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KOBELCO CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY EUROPE B.V.

WWW.KOBELCO-EUROPE.COMMinervaweg 95, 8239 DL Lelystad, The Netherlands 


